SUMMARY Babies discharged from special care are three times as likely to be readmitted to hospital with common acute illnesses, and to stay longer than other babies. Apnoeic 
Developmental progress is the yardstick by which neonatal intensive care of small babies' is usually judged, so that much is made of neurodevelopmental disorders in low birthweigiht babies, while little is known of the incidence of acute 'medical' conditions during the early years. Babies discharged from special care units2 3 show increased rates of post perinatal and cot death mortality, and may also suffer from more acute illnesses than the rest of the community, leading to greater use of medical facilities. This is a study of the hospital morbidity pattern of babies discharged from special care during the first 8 months of life.
Methods
Of the babies born in Southampton between February 1982 and January 1983, those discharged from special care and those later admitted to hospital before the age of 8 months were studied. Pattern of illness in babies discharged from a special care unit 1069 
